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Torah Saves Lives - Rabbis Meet the Angel of Death

1] Chagigah 4b:11-5a:3
ND2 NaD) WM (32,21 Own) 121 X1p 'RNY VN D D1 10
72122 27T RN D PR NINAT KD DTRT NN M NN Lawn
MMON DT NMMOYWH 71O IMN MNN RSN N2 MO min MaN
WTITROTIN DN MO MNMIR OTR KW WW ROTIN DN D

When Rav Yosef reached this verse, he cried: “But there are those
swept away without justice” (Proverbs 13:23). He said: Is there
one who goes before his time? Yes, like the case with Rav Beivai
bar Abaye, who would be frequented by the Angel of Death. He
said to his agent: Go, bring me, Miriam raiser of women’s hair. He
went, and brought him Miriam, raiser of babies.
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He said to him: | told you Miriam, raiser of women’s hair! He said to him: If so, return her to life. He
said to him: Since you brought her, let her be counted. Rav Beivai: But how were you able to take
her? She was holding a shovel in her hand and was lighting and sweeping the oven. She took the
fire and set it on her foot; she was scalded and her luck suffered, and | brought her.
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Rav Beivai bar Abaye said to him: Do you have the right to act like this? He said to him: And is it not
written: “But there are those swept away without justice” (Prov 13:23)? Rav Beivai said to him:
And isn’t it written: “One generation passes away, and another generation comes” (Ecclesiastes
1:4)? He said to him: | shepherd them, until the years of the generation are completed, and then |
pass them on to Duma. Rav Beivai said to him: Ultimately, what do you do with his years? The
Angel of Death said to him: If there is a Torah scholar who disregards words said against him, | add
those to him and he becomes the replacement.

2] Moed Katan 28a:17-24
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Rav Seorim, Rava’s brother, sat before Rava, and he saw that he was dozing, i.e. about to die. Rava
said to him: Master, tell him [the Angel of Death] not to torment me. He said to him: Master, are
you not a friend of his? He said to him: Since my fate has been handed over, he no longer pays me
heed. He said: Master, appear to me. He appeared to him. Rav Seorim said to Rava: Master, did you
have pain? He said to him: Like the prick when letting blood.
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Rava sat before Rav Nachman, and he saw that Rav Nachman was dozing. Rav Nachman said to
Rava: Master, tell him not to torment me. Rava said to him: Master, are you not an important
person? Rav Nachman said to him: who is important? Who is honourable? Who is complete? Rava
said to Rav Nachman: Master, appear to me. And he appeared to him. Rava said to him: Master,
did you have pain? Rav Nachman said to him: Like the removal of hair from milk. Were the Holy
Blessed One to say to me: Go to that world as you were, | would not want to go, for the fear of it is
great.
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Rabbi Elazar was once eating teruma, when he appeared to him. He said: | am eating teruma; is it
not called sacred? The moment passed. He appeared to Rav Sheshet in the marketplace. Rav
Sheshet said to him: in the market like an animal? Come to my house! He appeared to Rav Ashi in
the marketplace. He said to him: Give me thirty days so that | may review my studies, for you say:
Fortunate is the one who comes here with their learning in their hand. On the thirtieth day he
came. Rav Ashi said to him: What is all of this? [He replied]: The foot of bar Natan is pushing and
one sovereignty does not overlap with its counterpart, even one hairbreadth.
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He was unable to take Rav Chisda because his mouth was never silent from study. He went and sat
on the cedar of the study hall of the Sages. The cedar cracked and Rav Chisda was silent, he was
able to take him. He could not come near Rabbi Chiyya. One day he appeared to him as a poor
person. He came and knocked on the door. He said to Rabbi Chiyya: Bring out bread for me, and he
took out bread for him. He said to Rabbi Chiyya: Master, do you not have mercy on a poor person?
Why, then, do you not have mercy upon that man, [namely me]? He then revealed himself to him,
and showed him a fiery rod. Rav Chiyya surrendered himself to him.
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3] Shabbat 30a:9-30b:2
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Yol NN pXRIYN NInnN X7 NNaNX
As Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: What is the meaning of that verse which David said: “God, make
known to me my end, and what are the measure of my days; let me know how short-lived | am”
(Psalms 39:5)? David said before the Holy Blessed One: Ruler of the Universe, God, make known to
me my end? God said to him: It is decreed before Me that | do not reveal the end of flesh and
blood. And what are the measure of my days? It is decreed before Me not to reveal the measure of
a person’s days. Let me know how short-lived | am. God said to him: You will die on Shabbat. Let
me die on the first day of the week! God said to him: the kingdom of your son Solomon has already
arrived, and one kingdom does not overlap with another by even a hairbreadth. | will die on
Shabbat eve. God said to him: “For a day in your courts is better than a thousand” (Ps 84:11); a
single day in which you sit and engage in Torah is preferable to Me than the thousand burnt-
offerings that your son Solomon will offer before Me on the altar (I Ki 3:4).

Every Shabbat he would sit and learn all day. On that day on which he was supposed to put his soul
to rest, the Angel of Death stood before him and was unable because his mouth did not pause
from study. He said: What shall | do to him? David had a garden behind his house; the Angel of
Death came, climbed, and shook the trees. He went out to see. As he climbed the stair, the stair
broke beneath him. He was silent, and died...

4] Ketubot 77b:7-10
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Rabbi Yochanan announced: Be careful of the flies found on those afflicted with ra’atan. Rabbi
Zeira would not sit where the wind blew. Rabbi Elazar would not enter the tent, and Rabbi Ami and
Rabbi Asi would not eat eggs from an alley. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi would attach himself to them
and study Torah, saying as justification the verse: “The Torah is a loving hind and a graceful doe”
(Prov 5:19). If it bestows grace on those who learn it, does it not protect?
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When Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi was dying, they said to the Angel of Death: Go, perform his
bidding. He went and appeared to him. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said to him: Show me my place.
He said to him: Very well. He said to him: Give me your knife, lest you frighten me on the way. He
gave it to him. When he arrived there, he lifted and he showed it to him. Rabbi Yehoshua jumped
and fell into that other side. He grabbed him by the corner of his cloak. Rabbi Yehoshua said to
him: | swear that | will not come! The Holy Blessed One said: If he ever requested dissolution
concerning an oath, he must return. If not, he need not return. He said to him: Give me my knife.
He did not give it to him. A Divine Voice emerged and said to him: Give it to him, as it is necessary
for the created. Elijah announced before him: Make way for the son of Levi, make way for the son
of Levi. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi went and found Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai sitting on thirteen
golden stools. Rabbi Shimon said to him: Are you the son of Levi? He said to him: Yes. Was a
rainbow ever seen in your days? He said: Yes. If so, you are not the son of Levi! And that is not so,
for there was no rainbow seen at all, but he thought: | do not want to take credit for myself.
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Rabbi Chanina bar Pappa was a friend of his. When Rabbi Chanina was dying, they said to the
Angel of Death: Go, perform his bidding. He went before him and appeared to him. He said to the
angel: Leave me for thirty days until | have reviewed my studies, for they say: Happy is the one who
comes here with their learning in their hand. He left him, and after thirty days he again went and
appeared to him. He said to him: Show me my place. He said to him: Very well. Rabbi Chanina said
to him: Give me your knife, lest you frighten me on the way. He said to him: Do you wish to do to
me as your fellow did? He said to him: Bring a Torah scroll and see: Is there anything written in it
that | have not fulfilled? He said to him: But did you attach yourself to those afflicted with ra’atan
and study Torah? And even so when he passed away a pillar of fire separated him from everyone.
And it is learned that a pillar of fire separates in this manner only for one in a generation or for two
in a generation.

5] Proverbs 3:18
YKN TNM N2 DPTONR2 XN DURTYY (M)
(18) She is a tree of life to those who grasp her, And whoever holds on to her is happy.

6] Kiddushin 30b

..0™N DD2 NN N2YN), 0N DD - “DRNYYY 122110
The Sages taught: “And you shall place [vesamtem] these words of Mine in your hearts” (Deut
11:18). Read this as ‘sam tam’, a perfect elixir. The Torah is compared to an elixir of life...
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